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FOR THE IDENTIFICATION AND DATING
OF

VINTAGE GUITARS, MANDOLINS AND BANJOS
CATALOGS FROM THE COLLECTION OF GEORGE YOUNGBLOOD

These are scans of catalogs originally distributed to the public to describe the manufacturer’s
products available for sale at one point in time.

The intended use for these catalogs is historical research: vintage instrument identification and
dating.

These catalogs are not offered here for sale or re-sale - They are only for the academic purpose of
instrument identification, research and historical context. Please respect their use and do not
reproduce, copy or distribute this information for any other purpose.

It is important to note that instrument catalogs are not always accurate in their descriptions of
instrument specifications or the images used. While product improvements were constantly being
made; catalogs often used older existing drawings, etchings or photographs. In some cases
instruments were offered in catalogs that had been discontinued for years. For these reasons,
catalogs can only be used as general guides for the dating and identification of vintage instruments.

For more accurate information on Gibson Instruments: always go first to Gibson directly:

GIBSON WEBSITE:
http://www.gibson.com

If you are having trouble with some of the instruments details, we may be able to help. Feel free to
contact us at:

ACOUSTICMUSIC.ORG:
http://www.AcousticMusic.Org




HE LYRIC SONG of birds, the wind whistling
softly through the trees, the music of a rippling
brook, the rumbling bass of a thunderstorm!
These are the stirring notes of nature’s
symphony, reflected today in the most sensitive
of musical instruments, the Gibson guitar.

Gibson instruments are true to their heritage,
each one crafted like a fine violin. They provide
the musical perfection that has become a Gibson
tradition through more than 60 years of dedication
to creating the world's finest fretted instruments.
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Whe_ﬁ'the quitarist reaches the stage in his
development where his ability reguires that hﬁe‘ : o
 play the very finest instrument available, he
selects Gibson. : =
Once you have felt the -e:xcr'fe‘m.en.t of thrs = i
beautifully respdhs'r’ve instrument, heard- its rich
tone and seen."."t‘s exquisite, graceful dééiijh, y’ot:.r ;
will know the affection that artists feel for their -
Gibson guitars—an affection that trépécends. fe
time, style and sz_ic'al-ffends. e g













C-8 GRAND CLASSIC

Truly a masterpiece, this guitar offers a clear,
resonant tone that is instantly responsive to the
artist's touch. A Custom made classic guitar com-
bining the finest woods, superb workmanship and
carefully selected precision parts.

FEATURES: Traditional classic size and shape.
Two-piece Spruce top with extra wide inlaid pur-
fling. Two-piece Rosewood back and rims. Mahog-
any neck with newly designed heel and peghead,
joins body at 12th fret. Rosewood facing on peg-
head. Ebony fingerboard of classic width with
smooth nickel-silver frets (extra low and wide).
Rosewood bridge with pearl inlay. Composite
shell binding on top with single shell hinding on
back. Gold finish machine heads, finest quality
nylon strings, lightweight construction. 14"
wide, 19” long, 4” deep; 25}4” scale, 19 frets.

C-8 Natural top with Rosewood back and rim

415 Faultless plush-lined case
317 Archcraft plush-lined case

C-6 RICHARD PICK CUSTOM

The finest in classic guitars, developed in co-
operation with and named for Richard Pick, the
famous American classic guitarist. Choice pre-
tested woods, a scientifically designed tone cham-
ber, a hand sculptured neck, and separate hand-
crafted parts help make the custom C-6 the
masterpiece it is.

FEATURES: Traditional classic size and shape.
Two-piece Spruce top with shell trim and Rose-
wood purfling, two-piece Rosewood back and
rims. Mahogany neck joining body at the 12th fret.
Rosewaod facing on peghead. Ebony fingerboard
of classic width with smooth nickel-silver frets
(extralow and wide), Rosewood bridge and special
combination open fret and string spacer nut. Gold
finish machine heads, finest quality nylon strings,
lightweight construction. 14)4” wide, 19" long, 4"
deep; 25)4” scale, 19 frets.

C-6 Natural top with Rosewood back and rim

415 Faultless plush-lined case
317 Archcraft plush-lined case

C-4 CLASSIC

Traditional, hand-crafted, Gibson classic guitar
made with the finest materials, parts and work-
manship. Similar to the Grand Classic model with
Maple back and rims, and Rosewood fingerboard.,
A strikingly attractive instrument, with excellent
tonal response.

FEATURES: Traditional classic size and shape.
Two-piece Spruce top with extra wide inlaid pur-
fling. Two-piece Maple back and rims, Mahogany
neck with newly designed heel and peghead,
joins the body at the 12th fret. Rosewood facing
on peghead. Rosewood fingerboard of classic
width with smooth, nickel-silver frets (extra low
and wide). Rosewood bridge with pearl inlay.
Composite shell binding on top, with single shell
binding on back. Gold finish machine heads, finest
quality nylon strings, lightweight construction.
1414 wide, 19” long, 4” deep; 256}4” scale, 19 frets.

C-4 Natural top with Rosewood finish
rim and back

415 Faultless plush-lined case
317 Archcraft plush-lined case
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ETG-150 ELECTRIC

The top choice of guitarists who prefer a four-
string tenor style in an amplified instrument. The
Gibson ETG-150 is outstanding in performance
and appearance, offering a clean, clear lovely
tenor tone.

FEATURES: Arched Maple top and back with Ma-
hogany rims, ivoroid binding. Slim, fast, low-action
neck—one-piece Mahogany with adjustable Truss
Rod. Rosewood fingerboard with pearl dot inlays.
Adjustable Rosewood bridge. Powerful pickup
with individually adjustable pole-pieces and sepa-
rate tone and volume controls. Chrome-plated tail-
piece and metal parts. 16)4” wide, 20)4” long,
3%" deep; 223, scale, 19 frets.

ETG-150 Sunhurst finish

516  Faultless plush-lined case
303 Archcraft plush-lined case
103 Durabilt case

ZC-5 Zipper cover for 515 case

TG-25

The TG-25 is designed to meet the needs of pres-
ent folk songs that require exceptional tonal
presence. The TG-256 may be played as a tenor
guitar or with ukelele tuning. An excellent instru-
ment for solo or voice accompaniment,

FEATURES . Grand Concert size and shape. Spruce
top with ivoroid purfling, Mahogany rim and back.
Slim, fast, low-action cne-piece Mahogany neck
with adjustable Truss Rod. Rosewoad fingerboard
with pearloid position dots. Adjustable four string
pin bridge. Shell celluloid finger rest. 14}4” wide,
19" long, 44" deep; 22%” scale, 19 frets.

TG-26  Cherry sunburst finish
TG-25N Natural top with cherry rim and back
415 Faultless plush-lined case

317 Archcraft plush-lined case
117 Durabilt case

TG-0

Here is the perfect answer to the player who wants
to step up from the ukelele—tenor or baritone—to
the four-string tenor guitar, The TG-0 may be
played as a tenor guitar or with ukelele tuning—for
solo or voice accompaniment,

FEATURES: Full size satin finish Mahogany body.
Slim, fast, low-action cne-piece Mahogany neck
with adjustable Truss Rod. Rosewood fingerboard
and special bridge. Beveled pickguard. Gibson
Mona-Steel strings. 14)4” wide, 19" long, 4)4” deep;
223" scale, 19 frets,

TG-0 Mahogany finish
415 Faultless plush-lined case

317 Archcraft plush-lined case
117 Durabilt case
















1. Exclusive Gibson Spectrum Con-
trols allow complete control and per-
fect division of treble, mid-range and
bass tones. Increase highs as neces-
sary without borrowing or disturbing
bass tone settings. Control hass
tones independently of high tones.
Mid-Range boosts just the right pro-
portion of each extreme for an exact
“middle" tone,

2. Wonder-thin and light, Gibson
thin-body and solid-body electric
guitars fit close and comfortably
against the body, giving easy access
to the entire fret range. The slender
neck with low-action frets is ex-
tremely fast and easy to finger.
Strings seem feather light. The feel
is just right! Famous Gibson firsts—
the electric guitar and the wonder-
thin silhouette—are combined in
these fine instruments.

3. Gibson Humbucking pickup is a
new approach to tone generation
from string vibration. This high im-
pedance pickup is sensitive to the
smallest string vibration but rejects
interference in the form of hum,
static, or radiated noise. Two
methods are provided to. set the
pickup: 1) adjusting screws set
pickup: 2) adjusting individual pole-
pieces set each string.

4, Gibson Tune-O-Matic bridge makes
it possible to tune your guitar to per-
fect accuracy on each individual
string, at the bridge. It permits pre-
cise adjustment for intonation and
each saddle can be reversed
vidually, for full range tuning. Easily
adjusted for fast, low-action.

5. Gibson wonder-straight neck—
with adjustable Truss Rod, first de-
veloped by Gibson. Positively keeps
the neck from twisting or warping
because of climatical change or
string tension, keeps tuning exact in
the upper register. Neck can be ad-
justed perfectly in minutes. This is
the famous slim, fast, low-action

Gibson neck.

6. Many Gibson guitars come factory
equipped with Gibson Vibrola.
Vibrola is optional equipment on
other instruments. Every Gibson
Vibrola is quality designed of the
finest materials available and fin-
ished in either Chrome or Gold-plating
to match the style of the instrument

- on which it is custom fitted, The ex-

citing vibrato effect, in popular, jazz
and country music is made even
more exciting, more precise and is
more easily attained with the standard
or deluxe Gibson Vibrola.




